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Contacts:

Kim Close, Executive Director, Foundation of Little Village | Phone: (773) 621-8245 |
Email: kim@flvchicago.org

Jason Estremera, Executive Director, Northwest Side CDC | Phone: (773) 451-5233 |
Email: Estremera@northwestsidecdc.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

jAtrévete! Small Business Pitch Competition, Aims to Increase Opportunities for Latine-led
Small Business Growth in Chicago’s Underserved Communities

[THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026] ;Atrévete! Pitch Competition will be held on October 17th, 2026
at mHub in Chicago from 12:30pm-5:00pm. The competition is organized in collaboration by
Foundation of Little Village (FLV) and Northwest Side Community Development Corporation
(NWSCDC), two Latine-led community organizations that recognize the importance of
increasing the number of minority-owned businesses in Chicago.

jAtrévete! is, currently, Chicago’s only business pitch competition held completely in Spanish for
aspiring business owners in Chicago to pitch their business ideas to a panel of expert judges with
their community and neighbors cheering them on. The competition, which will provide cash
prize investments and advising sessions to the selected winners, is only open to past program
participants of the Juntos Avanzamos training series, an educational cohort that is facilitated
yearly by Foundation of Little Village and Northwest Side CDC as a collective.

"Too often, language becomes a barrier to opportunity. jAtrévete! creates a space where
Spanish-speaking entrepreneurs can showcase their ideas, tell their stories, and compete on a
platform built with them in mind,” said Northwest Side CDC’s Executive Director, Jason
Estremera. “We’re excited to celebrate the innovation, resilience, and entrepreneurial spirit that
continues to drive our communities forward and that builds bridges across neighborhoods."

jAtrévete! aims to uplift income and restructuring opportunities for small businesses who were
and continue to be impacted by economic downturns over the last five years. The competition
will prioritize pitches from established businesses focused on evolving their operations and



developing additional revenue streams. ;Atrévete! judges will provide live feedback for aspiring
small business owners, increasing their access to business planning strategies in real time.

“;Atrévete! means ‘dare to do it,” and that spirit is at the heart of entrepreneurship. We want
Spanish-speaking business owners to know that their ideas matter, their voices deserve to be
heard, and their success strengthens our entire community,” said Kim Close, Executive Director
of the Foundation of Little Village.

NWSCDC and FLV began working together in 2022 as a Fund for Equitable Business Growth
collective, providing bilingual Spanish-English business advising services and cohort-based
training for entrepreneurs. Because both organizations serve Latine small business owners but on
different sides of the city, the partnership serves as a bridge between their two communities and
provides opportunities for business owners to collaborate and learn from their peers. Program
participants are encouraged to discuss their challenges as business owners and learn and adopt
best practices from one another.

jAtrévete! pitch competition is made possible by the Coleman Foundation, which is deploying
$25,000 in non-dilutive funding towards the competition. The Coleman Foundation is currently
sponsoring 10 small business pitch competitions across Chicago, aiming to strengthen the city’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Additional partnership and judge announcements for ;Afrévete! are coming soon.
When: October 17th, 2026, Time: 12:30 — 5:00 pm

Where: mHub; 1623 W Fulton St, Chicago, IL 60612

Who: Foundation of Little Village, Northwest Side Community Development Corporation
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Kim Close, Directora Ejecutiva, Foundation of Little Village | Teléfono: (773) 621-8245 |
Correo Electronico: kim@lvcfchicago.org

Jason Estremera, Director Ejecutivo, Northwest Side CDC | Teléfono: (773) 451-5233 |
Correo Electronico: Estremera@northwestsidecdc.org

PARA PUBLICACION INMEDIATA

jAtrévete! Concurso de Negocios para Pequeiias Empresas, busca aumentar las
oportunidades de crecimiento para las pequefias empresas lideradas por latinos en las
comunidades desatendidas de Chicago.

[JUEVES, JUNIO 18, 2026] La competencia de presentaciones de negocios «jAtrévete!» se
llevara a cabo el 17 de octubre de 2026 en mHub, Chicago de 12:30 p. m. a 5:00 p. m. La
competencia es liderada en colaboracion por la Foundation of Little Village (FLV) y Northwest
Side Community Development Corporation (NWSCDC), dos organizaciones comunitarias que
reconocen la importancia de aumentar el nimero de empresas cuyos propietarios son minoria en
Chicago.

jAtrévete! es, actualmente, la inica competencia de presentacion de negocios en Chicago que se
lleva a cabo completamente en espafiol, dirigida a duefios de negocios en Chicago para presentar
sus ideas de negocio ante un panel de jueces expertos, mientras su comunidad y vecinos los
animan. La competencia, que proporcionarad premios en efectivo y sesiones de asesoramiento a
los ganadores seleccionados, est4 abierta unicamente a los participantes anteriores del programa
de capacitacion Juntos Avanzamos, una cohorte educativa que se facilita anualmente por la FLV
y NWSCDC como colectivo.

[Traducido del inglés] "Con demasiada frecuencia, el idioma se convierte en una barrera para las
oportunidades. jAtrévete! crea un espacio donde los emprendedores de habla hispana pueden
presentar sus ideas, compartir sus historias y competir en una plataforma disefiada pensando en
ellos", afirm6 Jason Estremera, director ejecutivo de Northwest Side CDC. "Nos entusiasma



celebrar la innovacidn, la resiliencia y el espiritu emprendedor que siguen impulsando el
progreso de nuestras comunidades y tendiendo puentes entre los vecindarios".

jAtrévete! tiene como objetivo aumentar los ingresos y las oportunidades de reestructuracion
para pequefias empresas que han sido y contintian siendo afectadas por las recesiones
econdmicas en los ultimos cinco afos. La competencia dara prioridad a las presentaciones de
negocios establecidos que se enfoquen en evolucionar sus operaciones y desarrollar fuentes
adicionales de ingresos. Los jueces de jAtrévete! proporcionaran retroalimentacion en vivo para
los duefios de pequefias empresas, aumentando su acceso a estrategias de planificacion
empresarial en tiempo real.

[Traducido del inglés] "jAtrévete!" significa "atrévete a hacerlo", y ese espiritu es la esencia del
emprendimiento. Queremos que los empresarios de habla hispana sepan que sus ideas importan,
que sus voces merecen ser escuchadas y que su éxito fortalece a toda nuestra comunidady,
afirmo Kim Close, directora ejecutiva de la Foundation of Little Village.

NWSCDC y FLV comenzaron a trabajar juntos en 2022 como un colectivo del Fund for
Equitable Business Growth, ofreciendo servicios de asesoria empresarial bilingiie espafiol-inglés
y capacitacion en grupo para emprendedores. Como ambas organizaciones atienden a duefios de
pequefios negocios latinos, pero en diferentes partes de la ciudad, la asociacion funciona como
un puente entre sus dos comunidades y ofrece oportunidades para que los duefios de negocios
colaboren y aprendan de sus compaieros. Se anima a los participantes del programa a hablar
sobre sus desafios como empresarios y a aprender y adoptar las mejores practicas entre ellos.

jAtrévete! cuenta con el patrocinio y el apoyo de la Coleman Foundation, que contribuy6 25.000
dolares en financiamiento a esta competicion. Actualmente, la Fundacion Coleman patrocina 10
concursos de presentacion de proyectos empresariales (pitch competitions) en Chicago, con el
objetivo de fortalecer el ecosistema emprendedor de la ciudad.

Proximamente se anunciaran mas alianzas y los jueces para jAtrévete!
Fecha: EI 17" de octubre 2026, Hora: De 12:30 a 5:00 pm

Ubicacion: mHub; 1623 W. Fulton St, Chicago, IL 60612

Organizadores: Foundation of Little Village y Northwest Side Community Development
Corporation
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